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DISCLAIMER 

 

The Judiciary makes every effort to ensure that the data published in its Annual Report is 

accurate. However, in preparing this report, the Judiciary must rely on data summaries 

that are created by a contractor external to Court Services. The Judiciary in Nunavut has 

no direct data management capability and is unable to directly access the statistical data 

tables buried in the Court Information System. Problems arise when lay (non-legal) data 

technicians attempt to interpret the Judiciaryôs requests for specific types of legal 

information. 

The Judiciary in Nunavut is working with Court Services to develop a modern Court 

Information System. Such a system will include in-house data management capability. 

Performance measurement tools are needed to better assist the Chief Justice and the 

Director of Court Services to allocate limited financial and human resources and so 

improve service delivery to all Nunavummiut.     
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INTRODUCTION 
 

This report is the Courtôs Annual Report for 2017 and provides an overview of the 
Nunavut Court of Justiceôs (NCJ) operating environment and court operations. The report 
expands on the information provided in the Nunavut Court of Justice Annual Report 
(2016). Detailed information is presented in relation to in-custody files, remand time, child 
protection files, and guardianship applications. The statistical volume of adult and youth 
criminal charges is sorted by region and by community for better comparison.   
 
Part 1 examines the nature and extent of violent crime in Nunavut. A substantial 
proportion of the Courtôs time and resources is consumed by the criminal, as opposed to 
the civil or family, docket. Part 2 and 3 deal with the Courtôs case-processing time and 
use of remand and custodial sentences. Part 4 examines the type and volume of family 
files that come before the Court. Parts 5 through 7 outline the Courtôs operational activity 
in the face of the current demands upon the Courtôs resources, such as the number of 
scheduled sittings, the number of Judges serving the Territory, and other measures the 
Court has taken to improve access to justice and case processing time for Nunavummiut. 
The report concludes with a summary of the Courtôs outreach projects and updates. 
 
This report, and the archive of Annual Reports, are available in electronic form on the 
NCJ website at http://www.nunavutcourts.ca/annualreports. For a more in-depth historical 
review of crime and the Courtôs operations in Nunavut see: Nunavut Court of Justice, 
Ingirranivut Our Journey: A statistical comparative review of crime and court operations in 
Nunavut 2000-2012 (Iqaluit: Nunavut Court of Justice, 2013).  
  

http://www.nunavutcourts.ca/annualreports


6 
 

PART 1 
 

 
1. Criminal Charge Volumes in Nunavut, 2002-2017 

 
The following four graphs represent charge volumes in Nunavut in the years specified 

(within both the NCJ and the Nunavut Justice of the Peace Court). These statistics only 

capture charges laid under the Criminal Code, RSC 1985, c C-46 [Criminal Code], Youth 

Criminal Justice Act, SC 2002, c 1 [YCJA], and the Controlled Drugs and Substances 

Act, SC 1996, c 19 [CDSA]. They do not capture all matters dealt with by the Court. 

For graphs concerning criminal charge volumes from 2001, please refer to the NCJôs 

archive of Annual Reports, available in electronic form on the website: 

http://www.nunavutcourts.ca/annualreports. 

  

http://www.nunavutcourts.ca/annualreports
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Graph 1.1 ï Total Criminal Charges Laid in Nunavut, by Calendar Year, 2002-2017 

 

 

There has been a slight increase of 0.15% in charges laid in 2017. However, the 
numbers have generally remained consistent since 2014. 
 
The number of charges laid in a given year is generally lower than the number of 
reported incidents of crimes in the same year, as reporting of crime does not always lead 
to charges being laid.   
 
Furthermore, the number of new charges laid in a given year does not reflect the total 
volume of charges that are being processed by the Court in the same year. For instance, 
in 2017, a total of 5,911 charges were laid in Nunavut (Graph 1.1). However, 5,077 
criminal charges were concluded by the Court (Graphs 2.1 and 2.2).  
 
One reason for this is that many serious charges, such as homicide, can be expected to 
take several years to work their way through the Court.  
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Graph 1.2 ï Total Adult Charges Laid in Nunavut, by Calendar Year, 2002-2017 
 

 
 

Graph 1.2 illustrates that the total number of adult charges laid in Nunavut steadily 
increased between 2002 and 2012. The numbers have since declined and remained  
fairly consistent for the last four years. A 3.81% increase in charges occurred in 2017.  
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Graph 1.3 ï Total Youth Charges Laid in Nunavut, by Calendar Year, 2002-2017 

 

 
 
There has been a  decrease in the number of youth charges before the Court last year. In 
2017, the number of charges decreased by nearly 35.5% over 2016.  However, despite 
the change, the numbers have generally been fairly consistent for the last four years.  
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Graph 1.4 ï Total Charges Laid, by Community, 2017 
 

 
 
 

In 2017, there were 5,911 criminal charges laid in Nunavut ï 9 charges more than was 
laid the preceding year (also see Graph 1.1). Not surprisingly, the total number of 
criminal charges laid is fairly proportionate to the population levels throughout Nunavut. 
Larger communities such as Iqaluit, Cape Dorset, and Rankin Inlet continue to have the 
most charges laid. Iqaluit accounts for 22.86% of all criminal charges laid in Nunavut and 
21.09% of the Territoryôs population.1 
 
Compared to 2016,2 13 communities saw an increase in charges in 2017.  The largest 
rate of increase ï 176.3% (from 38 to 105 charges) ï was seen in Kugaaruk. The largest 
numerical increase ï an increase by 217 charges (76.4%) ï was seen in Pangnirtung.  
Eleven communities saw a decrease in charges in 2017.  The largest decrease, both 
numerically and by percentage, was seen in Kugluktuk, where charges decreased by 
48.3% (from 408 to 211) over 2016. The number of charges in Iqaluit decreased by 31 
(2.2%) in 2017.  

                                                           
1
 Nunavut Bureau of Statistics, Nunavut Total Population Estimates by Sex, Age Group, Region and Community, 2017, 

15 March 2018, online: www.stats.gov.nu.ca/en/Population%20estimate.aspx.  
2
 Data compared with 2016 NCJ Annual Report, online: www.nunavutcourts.ca/annualreports.  
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PART 2 
 

2. Processing of Criminal Cases in Nunavut, by Calendar Year, 2002-2017  
 
This section details the annual volumes of adult and youth criminal cases that the Court 
concluded (Graphs 2.1 and 2.2) and fluctuations in the length of time required to 
complete adult and youth criminal cases. Graphs 2.11 and 2.12 provide a comparison of 
the median and mean time required to conclude criminal cases in the Territory. Graph 
2.13 compares median case processing times nationally.  Part 2 Graphs include data 
from both the NCJ and the Nunavut Justice of the Peace Court.  
 
This section also compares number of charges laid and number of charges resulting in 
convictions in individual communities as well as the Territoryôs regions.  The Territory of 
Nunavut is divided into three regions: the Qikiqtaaluq (Baffin Region), the Kitikmeot 
(western Nunavut), and the Kivalliq (central Nunavut). 
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Graph 2.1 ï Concluded Adult Criminal Cases in the Nunavut Court of Justice, by 
Calendar Year, 2002-2017 
 

 
 

Graphs 2.1 only reflects the number of adult criminal cases that concluded in the year 
specified, not the total caseload of the NCJ for the year.  
 
The Court concluded more adult criminal cases in the 2011 calendar year than any 
previous or subsequent calendar year (Graph 2.1). The number of concluded cases 
decreased significantly in 2014 and has remained fairly consistent since that time. In 
2017, the number of concluded cases increased by 189 (4%) to 4,720. 
 
This decline in concluded cases corresponds with a reduction in overall charge volume 
that occurred in 2014. This trend also correlates with the judicial complement issues that 
arose in 2015 (Graph 6.1 & Graph 6.2). 
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Graph 2.2 ï Concluded Criminal Cases in the Nunavut Youth Justice Court, by Calendar 

Year, 2002-2017 

 

 

 

 
 
Similarly, Graph 2.2 displays the number of youth criminal cases concluded in the year 
specified and not the total caseload of the Youth Justice Court of Nunavut for that year.  
 
The number of concluded cases decreased by 38 (10%) to 357 in 2017. This 
corresponds with a noticeable decrease in the overall volume of youth charges in 
Nunavut in 2017 (Graph 1.3). This trend also corresponds with an overall increase in 
mean and median case processing times in 2017 (Graph 2.12). 
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Graph 2.3 ï Charges Stayed and Withdrawn, by Calendar Year, 2012-2017 
 

 
 
The Court compiled information on the number of charges stayed or withdrawn since 
2012.  Charges are stayed or withdrawn by application of the Crown or at the direction of 
the Court.  These numbers reflect all charges withdrawn or stayed and are not broken 
down by the source of the request.   
 
Similarly to the concluded case numbers, the number of charges stayed or withdrawn in 
a year correlates to the number of cases before the Court annually and not the number of 
charges laid in one year. Cases may continue into following years as the case is 
processed. 
 
In 2017, a total of 1,920 charges were stayed (a 10.8% increase from 2016) and 1,333 
charges were withdrawn (a 0.3% increase from 2016).  
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Graph 2.4 ï Total Charges Laid in the Qikiqtaaluk Region, by Community, by Calendar 

Year, 2012-2017 

 

  
 

The total number of criminal charges laid in Nunavut is fairly proportionate to the 
population levels throughout Nunavut. Larger communities such as Iqaluit, Cape Dorset, 
and Pond Inlet have the most charges laid in the Qikiqtaaluk region.  
 
In 2017, Pangnirtung saw the largest numeric charge increase in the region (217 
charges/76.4%), while Resolute Bay saw the largest rate of increase (131.6%/25 
charges). Igloolik saw the largest numeric charge decrease (180 charges/45.5%) the 
same year, while Artic Bay saw the largest rate of decrease (47.2%/84 charges).  
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Graph 2.5 ï Total Charges Laid in the Kivalliq Region, by Community, by Calendar Year, 

2012-2017 

 

 

 
 

Overall, the total number of charges laid in the Kivalliq region has decreased in two of 
seven communities: Rankin Inlet (128 charges/18.4%) and Chesterfield Inlet (4 
charges/12.1%).  
 
The largest numeric increases in charges occurred in Coral Harbour (13 charges/8.6%) 
and Whale Cove (13 charges/24.5%). A 12-charge increase in Naujaat, however, 
constituted a 32.4% increase, the largest rate of increase over the previous year. The 
largest rate of decrease and the largest numeric decrease in charges over the previous 
year occurred in Rankin Inlet.  
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Graph 2.6 ï Total Charges Laid in the Kitikmeot Region, by Community, by Calendar Year, 

2012-2017 

 

 
 

Overall, the total number of charges laid in the Kitikmeot region has increased in Gjoa 
Haven (by 142 charges/152.7%), Kugaaruk (by 67 charges/176.3%) and Taloyoak (by 91 
charges/79.1%). In Kugluktuk, the total number of charges decreased by 197 (48.3%) 
and in Cambridge Bay the charges decreased by 72 (30.3%) during the same period.  
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Graph 2.7 ï Total Charges Laid Resulting in Convictions in the Qikiqtaaluk (Baffin) Region 

by Community, by Calendar Year, 2012-2017 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Graph 2.7 illustrates an overall trend of increasing charges resulting in convictions in the 
Qikiqtaaluk region. In 2017, Cape Dorset was the only community that, after a spike in 
2016, saw a decrease (112 charges/18.8%) over the previous year. The largest rate of 
increase from 2016 to 2017 occurred in Resolute Bay (520%/26 charges) and 
Qikiqtarjuaq (198.5%/72 charges). 
 
Again, the highest number of charges resulting in convictions was laid in Iqaluit, in line 
with the cityôs population. While the city saw a 33 charge (2.4%) increase in 2017, it was 
the slowest rate of growth over the previous year, in comparison to other Qikiqtaaluk 
region communities that experienced an increase in charges resulting in convictions in 
2017.  
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